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Jesus Teaches about the Kingdom
Scripture Focus: Matthew 13:44–46

Get Ready! (10 minutes)

 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 11 
activity booklet.

 Encourage your child to recall times he or 
she found some good thing unexpectedly, 
or was given an unexpected gift. 

 Tell your child that today’s Scripture story is 
about two different people who find something 
valuable and exciting.

Dive In! (20 minutes)

 Read the Featured Story on page 1480 of The 
Catholic Children’s Bible (Matthew 13:44–46).

 Ask your child these questions:

• What is the Kingdom of Heaven? (wherever 
God rules over people’s hearts)

• What do the two men in the stories find?  
(One finds a treasure in a field, and the 
other finds a pearl.)

• What do the men do to buy the field and 
the pearl? (Both men sell everything they 
own.)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell 
It! sections on page 1481 of The Catholic 
 Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the puzzle on 
page 2 of the chapter 11 activity booklet. 

Discover! (20 minutes)

 Read with your child the article “Building the 
Kingdom of Heaven” on the second page of 
this home guide chapter. Review the key words. 
Use the review questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 3 of the chapter 11 activity booklet. 
Answers: All boxes should be checked.

Go! (10 minutes)

 Invite your child to share one thing she or 
he learned from today’s lesson.

 Choose one of the Family Activities on  
page 4 of the chapter 11 activity booklet  
to complete together during the next week.

 Ask your child to find the sticker sheet and 
the Seek and Find sheet in the folder. Tell 
your child to place the chapter 11 sticker 
in the correct location on the Seek and 
Find sheet.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on 
page 4 of the chapter 11 activity booklet.

Lesson Goals
• to explain that Jesus teaches us about the  

importance of the Kingdom of Heaven

• to define the Kingdom of Heaven as wherever 
God rules over people’s hearts

• to state the ways in which we can help the 
Kingdom of Heaven to come

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1480  

of The Catholic Children’s Bible  
(Matthew 13:44–46).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4  
of the chapter 11 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

 Discover!
Finding  Faith in Life
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Key Words

parables  Stories Jesus told to teach a lesson.

values  Treasures; seen as important.

Review

1. In today’s reading, what was Jesus telling us?

2. What is the Kingdom of Heaven?

3. What are some ways we can help build the    
 Kingdom of Heaven?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

Everyone values, or treasures, different things. Do 
you love your stuffed animal or a favorite doll or toy? 
Do you get excited by your allowance, or perhaps 
by birthday money? Would you rather have a new 
video game or a new book? In today’s parables, 
Jesus teaches us that God’s Kingdom is more valuable 
than anything we treasure—more valuable than any 
money or any toy.

A kingdom is a land ruled by a king or queen. 
Good rulers protect people from danger so everyone 
can live in peace and joy. In the Kingdom of Heaven, 
God is our King. When we follow him, we find peace 
and joy. His Kingdom exists wherever people live out 
God’s call to love and forgive. In the love and joy of 
God’s Kingdom, we are happy forever. 

Remember the Lord’s Prayer? We pray for God’s 
Kingdom to come. But that does not happen by 
accident. God calls us to help his Kingdom come 
here on Earth. We can do this in many ways. We  
can study the Bible to learn about God. We can 
show our love for God and for others. We can follow 
the Ten Commandments. We can tell other people 
about God’s love.

The two men in today’s Bible story were willing to 
give up everything they owned so they could have the 
treasure they found. What are you willing to give up 
so you can help build God’s Kingdom here on Earth?

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article in the We Know and Live Our 
Faith resource corresponds to the concepts introduced 
in this lesson:

• “We Pray the Prayer That Jesus Taught” (second 
paragraph), page 54

If you have additional time, read the selection  
together, and ask some questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

Building the Kingdom of Heaven
Answers: 1. The Kingdom of Heaven is more valuable than 
any treasure. 2. It is wherever people are trying to live out 
God’s call to love and forgive. 3. Accept all reasonable 
answers.
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We Celebrate Together at Mass
Scripture Focus: Mark 14:22–24

Get Ready! (10 minutes)

 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 12 
activity booklet.

 Recall times when your family shares special 
meals, and discuss with your child:

• When do we have special meals in our 
 family? Can you think of some special foods 
we have at those special meals? 

 Tell your child that together you will learn 
about a time when Jesus and his followers 
shared a special meal. Explain that this story 
helps us understand the gift of the Eucharist.

Dive In! (20 minutes)

 Read the Featured Story on page 1560 of The 
Catholic Children’s Bible (Mark 14:22–24).

 Ask your child these questions:

• Whom was Jesus eating supper with? (his 
 disciples or close followers)

• What did Jesus do with the bread? What 
did he say? (See verse 22.)

• What did Jesus do with the wine? What did 
he say? (See verse 24.)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell 
It! sections on page 1561 of The Catholic 
 Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 2 of the chapter 12 activity booklet. 
Answers: bread, body, cup, blood

Discover! (20 minutes)

 Read with your child the article “Last Supper, 
First Mass” on the second page of this home 
guide chapter. Review the key words. Use the 
review questions to check your child’s under-
standing.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 3 of the chapter 12 activity booklet. 
Answers: All the boxes should be checked.

Go! (10 minutes)

 Invite your child to share one thing he or 
she learned from today’s lesson.

 Choose one of the Family Activities on 
page 4 of the chapter 12 activity booklet to 
complete together during the next week.

 Ask your child to find the sticker sheet and 
the Seek and Find sheet in the folder. Tell your 
child to place the chapter 12 sticker in the 
correct location on the Seek and Find sheet.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 12 activity booklet.

Lesson Goals
• to review that Jesus gave us his Body and Blood 

at the Last Supper

• to state that at every Mass Jesus gives himself  
to us as he did at the Last Supper

• to explain that ordinary bread and wine are 
changed into the Body and Blood of Christ at 
every Mass

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1560 of 

The Catholic Children’s Bible (Mark 14:22–24).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4  
of the chapter 12 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.
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Key Words

Eucharist  The Mass; the Body and Blood 
of Christ.

miracle  Something amazing that only God 
can do.

Review

1. At Mass, what do the ordinary bread and wine   
 become? 

2. What do we call something we don’t fully   
  understand?

3.  What are some ways to honor Jesus’ gift to us  
at Mass?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

What meals do you eat each day? Why? We need 
to eat so we can grow and gain strength. We go to 
Mass at least once a week for the same reason: to 
grow and gain strength from the meal we call the 
Eucharist.

At the Last Supper, Jesus gathered his followers  
to celebrate a special meal. His words and actions 
changed bread and wine into his Body and Blood, 
which he gave his disciples. This was a miracle: 
something amazing that only God can do. In giving 
his Body and Blood, Jesus gave his disciples his 
very Self. 

We continue to celebrate this meal at Mass. Jesus 
gives himself to us in the Eucharist, just like he did at 

the Last Supper. The priest says and does the same 
things that Jesus said and did at the Last Supper. 
Ordinary bread and wine become the Body and 
Blood of Jesus. This miracle is a mystery that happens 
through the words of the priest and the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

The Body and Blood of Christ are a real gift, 
one that will change us to become more loving, like 
Jesus. In the Mass, we gather to celebrate Jesus’ gift 
of himself. Together we worship Jesus, unite with him, 
receive his gifts, and support one another. At Mass, 
we pray, sing, and listen as best we can. How can 
you show love and respect for Jesus the next time you 
go to Mass?

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles and activities in the We Know 
and Live Our Faith resource correspond to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:

• “Sunday” and “The Mass” + activity, pages 20–23

• “The Eucharist,” page 28

• “We Pray Together” + activity, pages 52–53

If you have additional time, read the selections 
 together, and invite your child to complete the activities.

Last Supper, First Mass
Answers: 1. Jesus’ Body and Blood. 2. A mystery. 
3. Pray, sing, and listen as best we can.
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We Live God’s Word
Scripture Focus: Mark 4:16–20

Get Ready! (10 minutes)

 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 13 
activity booklet.

 Ask your child to identify a current favorite 
story book. Invite your child to retell that story 
to you. 

 Tell your child that this lesson focuses on how 
we share stories to learn about God and his 
love for us.

Dive In! (20 minutes)

 Read the Featured Story on page 1534 of 
The Catholic Children’s Bible (Mark 4:16–20).

 Ask your child these questions:

• How are some people like seeds planted in 
the rocky ground? (They receive the message 
gladly; but it does not sink in, so they give 
up when troubles come.)

• How are some people like seeds planted in 
thorn bushes? (They let worries and desires 
for other things choke the message.)

• How can we be like the seeds sown in good 
soil? (We can accept the message and allow 
it to bear fruit.)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell 
It! sections on page 1535 of The Catholic 
 Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 2 of the chapter 13 activity booklet.

Discover! (20 minutes)

 Read with your child the article “Bear Good 
Fruit” on the second page of this home guide 
chapter. Review the key words. Use the review 
questions to check your child’s understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 3 of the chapter 13 activity booklet. 
Answers: kindness, patience, helping others, 
sharing love

Go! (10 minutes)

 Invite your child to share one thing he 
or she learned from today’s lesson.

 Choose one of the Family Activities on 
page 4 of the chapter 13 activity booklet 
to complete together during the next week.

 Ask your child to find the sticker sheet and 
the Seek and Find sheet in the folder. Tell your 
child to place the chapter 13 sticker in the 
correct location on the Seek and Find sheet.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 13 activity booklet.

Lesson Goals
• to state that we learn about God’s message 

through the Bible and the Church

• to discuss what it means to open our hearts 
to receive God’s message

• to explain that we are called to listen to God’s 
message and to act on it

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1534 of 

The Catholic Children’s Bible (Mark 4:16–20).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4  
of the chapter 13 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

 Discover!
Finding  Faith in Life
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Key Words

Bible  The written Word of God.

fertilizer  Plant food.

prune  To cut away.

Review

1. How can we be good soil to receive God’s Word?

2. From what two places do we learn about the Word  
 of God?

3. At the end of Mass, who sends us forth to carry   
 God’s love to others?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

If you have ever helped your family plant a garden, 
you know you must prepare the soil. You have to 
dig to loosen the soil so the seeds can grow roots. 
You add fertilizer to help the plants grow big and 
healthy. You prune unhealthy branches so that the 
healthy branches can grow. You know that big, 
healthy plants bear a lot of good fruit.

Jesus tells us that the Word of God is like a seed. 
It needs good soil and proper care to grow and 
bear fruit. We learn about the Word of God from 
the Bible and from the teachings of the Church. The 
Bible is the written Word of God. The Church helps us 
understand the Word of God and how we must live it 
out. At the end of Mass, the priest or deacon sends us 
forth to carry God’s love to others.

How can we become good soil for God’s Word? 
We must listen carefully to God’s Word and live it in 
our lives with love. When we open our hearts in this 
way, the Good News of God’s love will fill our hearts 
to overflowing. 

Like a big, healthy plant, we cannot help but 
bear good fruit and share it with others when God’s 
love overflows in us. We show this good fruit in our 
actions: being kind and patient, helping our family 
and our community, and doing everything with love. 
How can you show the good fruit of God’s Word in 
your family today?

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles and activity in the We Know and 
Live Our Faith resource correspond to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:

• “The Mass” (last paragraph), page 21

• “We Listen to God’s Word” + activity, pages 24–25

If you have additional time, read the selections 
together, and invite your child to complete the activity.

Bear Good Fruit
Answers: 1. By listening to God’s Word and living 
it in our lives with love. 2. The Bible and the Church. 
3. The priest or deacon.
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Welcoming Everyone
Scripture Focus: Ephesians 4:1–6

Get Ready! (10 minutes)

 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 14 
activity booklet.

 Invite your child to think of examples of 
kindness: to himself or herself, to people and 
animals, and to the Earth. 

 Tell your child that together you will explore 
how we, as Christians, are called to treat 
everyone with kindness.

Dive In! (20 minutes)

 Read the Featured Story on page 1846 of The 
Catholic Children’s Bible (Ephesians 4:1–6).

 Ask your child these questions:

• What are some ways the reading calls us 
to live as God wants us to live? (be humble, 
gentle, patient; show love by being tolerant; 
protect peace)

• What does unity mean? (to be whole, one, 
together)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell 
It! sections on page 1847 of The Catholic 
 Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 2 of the chapter 14 activity booklet. 
Answers: humble, gentle, patient, love, unity

Discover! (20 minutes)

 Read with your child the article “Be Kind  
and Welcoming” on the second page of this 
home guide chapter. Review the key words. 
Use the review questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 3 of the chapter 14 activity booklet. 
Answers: YES—parent helping child with 
homework; YES—parent and child hugging; 
YES—children helping each other; NO—child 
throwing recyclable bottle on the trash pile.

Go! (10 minutes)

 Invite your child to share one thing he or 
she learned from today’s lesson.

 Choose one of the Family Activities on 
page 4 of the chapter 14 activity booklet to 
 complete together during the next week.

 Ask your child to find the sticker sheet and 
the Seek and Find sheet in the folder. Tell your 
child to place the chapter 14 sticker in the 
correct location on the Seek and Find sheet.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 14 activity booklet.

Lesson Goals
• to state that God calls us to be kind and  

welcoming to all

• to identify that kindness includes gentleness  
and patience

• to explain that we can apologize when we  
are mean or we upset others

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1846  

of The Catholic Children’s Bible  
(Ephesians 4:1–6).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4  
of the chapter 14 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

 Discover!
Finding  Faith in Life

 Discover!
Finding  Faith in Life
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Key Words

apologize  To say, “I’m sorry.”

conflict  Disagreement, argument, or fight.

Review

1. Why does God call us to be kind and to welcome  
 all?

2. Do we need to show kindness to people different  
 from us? Why or why not?

3. What are some things we need to do if we are   
 unkind to someone?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

What are some things you do to show love and 
respect for the members of your family? When you 
have a conflict—as all families do from time to 
time—how do you make peace with one another?

God created us to be one family—his family. He 
wants us to show love and respect to every person 
and to be kind and welcoming to everyone. He calls 
us to focus on the good in each person—whether  
we know that person or not. Being kind means  
making others feel loved. Both the person who  
shows  kindness and the person who receives kindness 
feel good. 

We must especially be kind to those who are 
different from us. God created each of us to be 
unique, for his own special reasons. So judging 

or teasing someone for being different does not show 
respect—either to God, or to the person he created.

Sometimes we forget to be kind. When that 
happens, we need to make things better. We can 
think about how we might feel if we were the other 
person. We can apologize to the person and admit 
what we did wrong. We can show that person how 
we plan to change our words and actions going 
forward. 

Have you been gentle and patient with others? 
Have you said “please” and “thank you”? Have 
you  encouraged someone who is sad or welcomed 
 someone who is feeling lonely? Take time today to 
think of a special way to show kindness to someone 
tomorrow.

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles in the We Know and Live Our 
Faith resource correspond to the concepts introduced 
in this lesson:

• “The Mass” (last paragraph), page 21

• “Virtue,” pages 44–45

If you have additional time, read the selections to-
gether, and ask some questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

Be Kind and Welcoming

Answers: 1. He wants us all to experience love and 
respect. 2. Yes. God purposefully made each person 
unique, so each person deserves our respect. 3. Think 
about how the other person feels, apologize, admit 
mistakes, show the person we want to make things better.
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We Pray at Mass
Scripture Focus: Philippians 4:4–7

Get Ready! (10 minutes)

 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 15 
activity booklet.

 Invite your child to tell you something good 
that happened today or yesterday. Talk about 
the event and why it was so good.

 Tell your child that today’s lesson explores 
how being joyful and thankful is a part of 
celebrating that Jesus is always with us.

Dive In! (20 minutes)

 Read the Featured Story on page 1858 of The 
Catholic Children’s Bible (Philippians 4:4–7).

 Ask your child these questions:

• What should our union with the Lord cause 
in us? (rejoicing)

• What type of attitude should we show 
toward everyone? (a gentle attitude)

• Instead of worrying, what should we do? 
(Ask God for our needs with a thankful 
heart.)

• What will God’s peace help us to do? (keep 
our hearts and minds safe in union with Jesus)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell 
It! sections on page 1859 of The Catholic 
 Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 2 of the chapter 15 activity booklet. 
Answers will vary.

Discover! (20 minutes)

 Read with your child the article “Sing and 
Pray Your Thanks” on the second page of this 
home guide chapter. Review the key words. 
Use the review questions to check your child’s 
understanding. 

 Invite your child to complete the puzzle on 
page 3 of the chapter 15 activity booklet. 
Answer: See solution on the third page of this home 
guide chapter.

Go! (10 minutes)

 Invite your child to share one thing he or 
she learned from today’s lesson.

 Choose one of the Family Activities on 
page 4 of the chapter 15 activity booklet 
to complete together during the next week.

 Ask your child to find the sticker sheet and 
the Seek and Find sheet in the folder. Tell your 
child to place the chapter 15 sticker in the 
correct location on the Seek and Find sheet.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 15 activity booklet.

Lesson Goals
• to state that we rejoice and give thanks  

because of Jesus

• to identify that at Mass we give thanks for all 
God’s gifts, especially for Jesus 

• to explain that we can express our praise  
and thanksgiving at Mass through prayers  
and responses

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1858  

of The Catholic Children’s Bible  
(Philippians 4:4–7).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4  
of the chapter 15 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

 Discover!
Finding  Faith in Life

 Discover!
Finding  Faith in Life
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Key Words

participate  To take an active part in 
 something.

recognize  To know or remember.

Review

1. For what do we give thanks at Mass?

2. What does the word Eucharist mean?

3. What does it mean to participate in Mass?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

Can you remember something we sing or say at 
Mass? Right away you might think of the Sign of the 
Cross and the Lord’s Prayer. What other examples 
can you think of?

We give God praise and thanksgiving in many 
ways. But the Mass is especially important because 
we  gather with others to give thanks and praise. 
We receive the Eucharist—a word that means 
“ thanksgiving.” The Mass is one big celebration of 
thanksgiving, when we give thanks for all God’s 
gifts—especially the gift of Jesus. 

Here are a few other prayers and responses you 
might recognize from the Mass: 

• “And with your spirit”—We say this response when 
the priest says, “The Lord be with you.” We are 
saying we know that the Holy Spirit is at work in 
the priest.

• “Thanks be to God”—We thank God for the gifts 
he has given us in his Word and in the Eucharist.

• “Amen”—This very old Hebrew word means 
“I agree” or “I believe.” We say it many times 
during Mass to agree with all that God does 
and teaches us.

• “Lamb of God”—In this prayer, we ask Jesus, the 
Lamb of God, to have mercy on us and to forgive 
our sins. We say this as we prepare for Holy 
 Communion.

When we go to Mass, we are called to 
participate in the actions and prayers. Singing, 
responding, and praying are not just for grown- 
ups—you can do them too!

(The quotations in the bullets are from the Roman 
Missal, page pages 523–524.)

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles and activity in the We Know and 
Live Our Faith resource correspond to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:

• “Sunday,” page 20

• “We Pray Together” + activity, pages 52–53

If you have additional time, read the selections 
 together, and invite your child to complete the activity.

Sing and Pray Your Thanks

Answers: 1. We give thanks for all God’s gifts, especially 
for Jesus. 2. Thanksgiving. 3. We must take an active part 
by singing, responding, and praying.
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Answer Key

Prayer
“And with your spirit”

“Thanks be to God”

“Amen” 

“Preface”

“Lamb of God”

“Prayer before Communion”

Meaning
States “reasons why” we 
gather and that we need to 
be ready to give thanks to 
Jesus

Means “I agree” or  
“I believe”

Thanks God for his gifts

Asks Jesus, the Lamb of God, 
to have mercy on us 

Asks Jesus to make us  
worthy to receive  
Communion

God’s Holy Spirit is at work 
in the priest.

(The first two quotations in the “Prayer” column are from The Roman Missal, pages 523-524.)


